Of significance in the context of this Journal was that Fundamental British Values are to be promoted as part of children's spiritual, moral, social and cultural development (SMSC). Jackie stated that, while her immediate reaction was one of cynicism and some disgust, when she looked carefully at the new revised definitions of SMSC, especially that of spiritual development, she was pleasantly surprised. She continued that the new definitions, especially that of spiritual development, reflect her values not just as a British person but as a democratic educationalist; and that this discussion needs to continue in our classrooms.
basis of religious faith, with this by no means confined to any one religion. In the political sphere, a referendum on whether the UK should remain part of the European Union is imminent. In the United States, presidential candidates present very contrasting visions of America. In different ways, such debates affect children, and their spiritual development, both now and in the future.
Further thought led me to think how frequently the basis on which decisions should be made, and responses justified, is framed in the language of values and statements or lists of values are used, for instance by:
• organisations such as corporations and firms keen to promote their brand; Alexander's (1995, 24-25) words, 'values are not absolutes. They are by their nature contestable and contested ' . Cooling (2010, 29) highlights the problem of a slide 'from assuming that shared values are uncontroversial because people do in fact share them to assuming that people ought to share them because they are obvious common sense' . And, as discussed in Eaude (2016) , the language of values often oversimplifies complex issues for children, when the real issue is usually not so much whether to be honest, generous or brave as how honest, generous or brave to be depending on the context. While the idea of universal human rights is widely accepted and used with children, Haydon (2004) argues that the notion of universal values carries the (usually implicit) assumption which privileges the liberal values of rich and 'developed' countries and so fails to recognise that what is valued changes over time and differs between cultures. Against this, many would argue that cultural differences are often used to justify views, and actions, related to gender, religion, sexuality and disability which should be condemned.
So, the language of values, and statements of shared values, are more controversial than they may seem. Statements of shared values may provide useful guidance on important matters related to identity, belonging and ethics. Alternatively, they may be used to conceal areas of disagreement or controversy and oversimplify in the search for consensus, denying or at least downplaying, diversity within the group and obscuring the fact what is valued differs between cultures. Such statements can be framed nostalgically to try and hold on to a world of greater certainty despite changed circumstances or formatively to try and create new possibilities in a time of uncertainty. How the language of values is presented and used with children and adults matters.
Either way, such issues and the implications for children, and their spirituality, should be matters of serious debate, among academics, practitioners and more widely, in a world where we all, but politicians especially, may want simple answers to complex problems. Addressing such questions requires subtle and nuanced thinking.
We are, therefore, proposing a themed edition of the Journal for late 2017, which I have agreed to edit. The overall theme will be 'Statements of national, supra-national and religious valuespossible implications in terms of children's spirituality' . We will welcome articles which address questions related to this broad theme, especially reflecting a range of national, cultural and religious backgrounds. More details are on the call for papers in this issue, on the IACS website (www.childrenspirituality.org) or by contacting me on tony.eaude@education.ox.ac.uk Please feel free to contact me with any queries and offers to contribute, or ideas for who might be asked to do so. This could be a fascinating and important debate; and I hope that you will wish to be part of it.
